
As biomarkers found in blood, urine, stool or body tissues, tumor markers are 
substances produced by cancer cells or by other cells in the body in response to 
cancer condition. Most tumor markers are proteins overexpressed or mutated in 
cancerous tissues. Tumor markers help to detect, diagnose, and manage some types 
of cancer therapies. Although an elevated level of a tumor marker may suggest the 
presence of cancer, this alone is not enough to diagnose cancer. Therefore, 
measurements of tumor markers are usually combined with other tests, such as 
staining of biopsies using Immunohistochemistry (IHC), to diagnose cancer.
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